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Poreign Reaution to the MBA Play The Vanishing laland’

On 1 S&ﬁ»&mw 1955 the Moral Reavmament Oroup’s so- -
callied "Statesmen's Mission completed a three-month tour
of the Far and Middle Hest., The reastion of most of the
Asian soumtries to this tour, as reported from thelr m ,
press and other gources, would indloate that the iwpast of
the ¥ERA m;x “The Vanishing xﬁm + Was only.
ineldartal to the sllind f:m iait
of the group itpelf, e
sighty-odd semters of the mimsten 1n sgeh mntrx m
the oooaslon for official ard seaial regeptlonn on the
highest publieity level; perforsances of the play tended
4 be weitben up wmore as s0elal events then as U the sub-
Jeat of dramatic ov ideclogical critisiss. W the :
. suliences themselves, the period of ocunfsspions” by the
- yarious national reprassntatives m ihe Mﬂxm, soemsd
to evoke nors afmiration than 4dld the play itself

The gquality of the productien of the play wasn HVery-
where sppreciated. Musle, stagiag and individual perfor-
wenoen were decidedly professional, Hven though sudlences
were, un the whole, reprvesentative oaly of the privileged
slgspes in the various countrles, there is gome gquestion

- of how completely the rhymed Inglish text of the play

. #ueld have beén understood, Perhiaps that 1s ihe reason
why thers was so little sericus ariticisa of the play
and 1ts swesage in the vernacular press, and wiy the per-
sonst resctions of Asians ssomed seldom to atiain the
jevel of irritation and vehemencs charasteristic of many
Aserviaans who saw the piay on this Aslan tour,

Fost of the publleity attendant mr; both the MRA
mwma*a visit and the ﬁ:rromn of “The Vanishing -
.zsm bm the W of careful prior bulld-up.

The mission seams to have been preo » iike Barmum s
by press mmmmty 1t was to ,
R ;, Wm; and arouss interest in the
aspropriats quarters, The fourepeye supplement devoled
alm&t mtmxyaf gl @ii ty hand-cuts,
-m;t esemonts by Japanese ﬂm engaged m foreign trade,
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and photographs of ceslebrities concerned with the yislt
of the misslon. A rather brief and laudatory acvount of
pne Vanishing Island”™ in this supplement speaks mora
about the decication of the performérs than adbout the
message of the play. Thls acrount says in part: ‘Hince
e Vanishing Island' was given in & forelgn languags,
and in verse and song, woat of the sudisnce gould not
have baen expected to understand every detall, or perhaps
grasp the full mesning of 'Changa’, which 1is the spirltusl
revolubion of MRA,” By contrast, a comment on the play
snd on the MAA vislt, by a solumnist 1n the vernasular
Asahl Shimbun, most lmporiant of Tokyo's dally nawspapers,
Ted the chief source of information about MRA for moat

of Japan's reading public, hed this to sayl

i

R ; ATRA~EBLEIIGY B S P TSR
CPYRGHT Assaciation misslon has arrived in Japan snd

his given performances of a2 musical play....

- Pnia movemsnt's creed of honeaty, purily, an~ -
gellishneas and love, and its 1deal of lnter-
national good will are very fine, ant 1t finds
8 considarable number of supporters smong noted
gerzons in our country. :

As far as Japan is 2oncerned, however, this
movemaent Lo 1imited to a part of the upper
class, and 1t does not scem to have any tle -
with the general public. It 1s fine that per-
sona with the title of “former Pramler” or
*Gompany Director” go to the WRA Heanguartevs
in Switzeriand at its invitation, and relurn
bome deeply impressed by 1ts rvaliglous atmos-
phere, It seems, however, that aome of these
persons ave using this movement as & mere ex-
ouge for trips abroad. In that svent, the
movement 1s serving a social function, but it
can hardly develop into & graat moral move-
ment....At present it secms that the people
feol aven antipathy toward this movement be-
chuss A% is belng participated in by the upper class.
Is cannot grow inte a powerful movemant un-
lsgs it melts into the masses ilnstead ‘of
g,sﬁ.ﬂna them the impresslon that the movemsnt
& havd to approsch., The members of thse visiting
mission are being quartered at the homes of
Japaneee connected with the MIA sovement...
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CPYRGHT just & play. It is the latest actempt of the
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CPYRGHT

since many notable Japanese have besn taken
sare of during thelr trips abreoacd., ¥For this
reagon, there iz the fear that the members of
the mission will sse only the homee of the
upper class, and will draw erronedus contli-
sions about the current situatlon in Japan.

In HMadras, the MRA visit, and the play, reeelved
8 rather cool reseption, provoked, in the opinien of
puyr d¢iplomatic representative thers, by the insistence
of the MRA group on sttempting to identlly Indlan leaders
with the HRA platform, pressurs them into attendlng FMHA
tanctions, and take advantage af thelir hosplitality and
podketbooks. One of the few Aslan reviews 1o deal oriti.
sally with ths message of "The Vaplshing Island” appesred
in the Madras newspaper Swatantra, the most intallestually
sophistisated Journal of South Indis. The review zaid,
in park:

~v-1% 18 not poBsible Lo consiver, Bpprecli-
ate or aritisize "The Vanishing Island” &s

Morel Rearmament movement at dramatic srtlcu-
lation, and hss to be judged as such.... The
Yanishing Island” is not a firsi-rate play,;
it is not aven one which Just Tails O meks
the grade. It is medicore and ordipary. The
main reason for this is itz constant preocou-
pations with ita meszage about "a new type of
man”’ and "8 stll) small volsa”. Xt ham no
ahsraotors: thers ars onliy some types, It has
no thome or story; it has only 3 moral., But
ita most lnesousable fault 1s 1ts childish
spproach. No play which underestimates the
intelligence of 1ts audience 0 this extent
aan gyer hope to suaceed,

Fublicity for the play was extensive., In Xarashi,
for imstance, engraved dnvitations were sent ocut to thou-
gands of Government officlials, promiment buslnessmen, high
Pakistenl officials and membera of the diplomatic ocorps.
Brochures containing testimomisls to WRA and a2 brief ex-
planation of the moral of "The Vanishing Island” acoom-
panied the invitation. The invitationas were worded 4o
imply dellcately that, while tlckets for the play wavre
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a8 sponsorship end support for WRA principles. Polite
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fres, donationg would be welcome; thors wNers gven re-
ports that seat locstions might depend on the size of
the donation. In Xarechi, as almost everywhere slae,
the sast of "The Vanishing Island made ilsz greatast
hit with its avdiences by siﬁmg A gong especially
somposed for the oosasion, and in the loval languags.

sccompanied by every effort to imply that the message

of the play was sponscred by the United States, and by
the leaders of prictiscally every Asian raticn, Mot only
the use of U.8. Adr Fovoe planes for transportation,
which Astans believed indlcated U,S. supperit, dtat also
the effort by MAs lssders to pressnt the arews of thess
planes as being part of the MRA group, was caleulnted
to gonvey the iﬁﬁ&ﬁf B3 » ;;Wmmﬁ* wWhat were 63‘3.5*
inally sis 1&?&% invitations on the parts of national
lenders for the MRA group to visit the wvarious Aslsn
sountriss in the gourse of their trip were represented

The prosentation of ¥he Venishing Island was J

words of weloome by some nstiora) leader would de
guoted as evidence of that leader's adherence to FMRA
viswa. In 2vary country, a message from three important
pembiers of the U.3. House of Representatives, Spealter
Sam Rayburn, ¥inority Lesder Joseph W, Martin, Jr., and
Majority leader John HeCormuch, was read as assuring
American sponsorship for the MRA trip and the message
sontalined in 1ts piay.

In genaral, then, it may bs saild that "The Venishing
Island” was presented with an sccompaninent of careful
prior pregs-agentry, with a shrewd lnowledge of the
name-value of prominent leaders in every wmt%m&
with strong overtones wherever possible, of United 3tales
sponporship. In the opinion of many Amerlcans who saw
the play, The Vagishing Island sonveys an ¢rronsous and
harsful ploture of western demwarasy, & more atirective
pleture of Communism, and a shallow and merstriclous
reaipe Por solving the differcnces batecen democracy and
Commundem, It is a relief, to realisze that the MRA
‘Seatesments Mission® and its play were directed at &
vory exclusive sudlence, most of whom wevs already son~
ditioned towmd MRA idess or western assocciations. The
general Asisn public cscapsd sontast with & speclal polnt
of wisw which 1t would be als o thdnk atight be ine
terpreted as officially that of the Unlted Htates.

erm——r—

- i} -

Approved For Release 1 8-02771R000300250002-7




